EVELYN   AND    PEP YS
drive together or pace the galleries of Whitehall or
Westminster Hall deep in conversation. At a book-
seller's Evelyn takes Pepys aside and talks of "the
King minding nothing but his lust"; or dining with
Pepys (unfortunately it was "a bad dinner") he says,
"ruin is approaching" from "the folly of the King."
One evening at Whitehall, Pepys was in attendance
on the Duke of York. He appears to have been shocked
by what he saw, and Evelyn, whom he met, seems to
have coined an effective word for the goings-on.
The incident is noted by Pepys in the entry of his
Diary dated September 26th, 1666:
"Here I had the hap to see my Lady Denham;
and at night went into the dining-room and saw
several fine ladies; among others, Castlemaine,
but chiefly Denham again; and the Duke of York
taking her aside and talking to her in the sight of
all the world, all alone; which was strange and what
also I did not like. Here I met with good Mr.
Evelyn who cries out against it and calls it bitchering,
for the Duke of York talks a little to her, and then she
goes away and then he follows her again like a dog
... all is dead, nothing of good in any of their
minds: he bemoans it, and says he fears more ruin
hangs over our heads."
The longest talk recorded was on April 26th, 1667,,
when for two hours they walked in Westminster
Hall.
According to Pepys, Evelyn must, on this occasion,
have unburdened himself of an amount of gossip and
scandal of which we get no inkling in any of his
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